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OUR  OWN 

PHILADELPHIA  STORY 


From  The  Editor's  Lair...  David  T.  Alexander 


Philadelphia  is  on  the  horizon! 
NLG  is  tooling  up  for  our  annual 
Bash  and  announcement  of  the 
winners  in  the  1999-2000  Writers' 
Competition. 

Last  year's  Clemy  laureate, 
Chicagoland's  Tom  DeLorey,  is 
deep  in  thought  as  he  ponders  the 
next  winner  of  the  Guild's  highest 
honor.  The  Clemy  list  is  long,  pro- 
viding a faithful  record  of  the 
NLG's  ongoing  service  to  the 
great  community  of  numismatic 
writers,  editors  and  researchers. 

It's  hard  to  believe  it  is  13  years 
since  I received  this  honor  at  the 
1987  Atlanta  ANA.  Looking 
down  the  list  published  in  the  last 
NLG  Newsletter,  we  find  that  there 
have  been  32  Clemy  Award  win- 
ners from  1968  to  1999.  Eleven 
Clemy  recipients  have  since 
moved  on  to  that  big  pressroom 
in  the  sky,  and  one  wonders  what 
the  world  of  writing  will  be  like  at 
the  end  of  the  next  32  years. 

We  have  all  heard  various  pes- 
simistic predictions  on  the  future 
of  coins  as  money.  Remember  the 


cashless  society?  Then  there  were 
the  other  collectibles  that  were 
going  to  sweep  us  away  - beer 
cans,  telephone  cards,  sports 
cards  and  the  like.  We're  still  here, 
and  here  we  wiU  stay. 

The  dazzling  success  of  the 
Statehood  Quarters  is  showing 
everyone  once  again  the  intrinsic 
strength  of  numismatics.  As  it  did 
before  1965,  coin  collecting  is 
appealing  to  aU,  particularly  first- 
time collectors  now  rooting 
happily  through  their  pocket 
change!  Our  friends  throughout 
the  hobby  are  announcing  new 
quarter  boards  and  albums,  and 
bookstores  and  comer  dmgstores 
are  offering  many  commercial 
versions  of  Statehood  Quarter 
holders. 

As  I write  this  message,  I am 
looking  at  three  impressive  quar- 
ter holders.  First  is  Stack's  color- 
ful folding  album  for  the  whole 
series  with  its  eye-catching  black- 
and-silver  covers.  Then  there's  the 
just-arrived  Fifty  State  Com-memo- 
rative  Quarter  Folder,  Deluxe 
Edition,  1999  Through  2008,  from 


St.  Martin's  Press,  new  owners  of 
the  "Red  Book." 

Then  there  is  the  first  50  State 
Quarters  Board,  an  open-faced 
cardboard  with  a fabulous  illus- 
trated history  of  the  quarter-dol- 
lar  denomination  since  1796, 
including  the  1893  Isabella  quar- 
ter and  the  Bicentennial  design 
we  still  see  occasionally  in 
change.  This  high-quality  holder 
is  described  as  A Joint  Educational 
Project  amongst  United  States  Mint, 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild, 
American  Numismatic  Society, 
American  Numismatic  Association. 

Talk  about  cooperative  effort! 
The  lineup  of  logos  of  the  four 
participating  organizations  is  in 
itself  a kind  of  hall  of  fame  of 
numismatics'  leading  edge, 
including  as  it  does  the  last  line. 
Copyright  1998  Harlan  J.  Berk. 

I'll  see  you  all  soon  in  the  City 
of  Brotherly  Love.  Or  visit  with 
NLG  afterward  in  our  ANA 
Convention  report  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  Newsletter! 


FROM  THE 
DIRECTOR'S  DESK 

By  Ed  Reiter 

Don't  look  now,  but  here  we 
go  again!  To  be  specific,  here 
we  go  to  Philadelphia,  site  of  this 
year's  annual  convention  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Associ- 
ation and  - not  just  incidentally  - 
the  annual  festivities  of  your 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild. 

As  always,  we  have  a full  plate 
of  activities  lined  up  for  you  at 
this  year's  NLG  smorgasbord.  I 
use  the  word  "smorgasbord" 
advisedly,  by  the  way,  for  again 
this  year  - as  in  Portland  and 
Chicago  - Bash-goers  will  enjoy 
hot  food,  thanks  to  a generous 
donation  from  longtime  Guild 
member  and  supporter  Michael  R. 
Fuljenz.  As  he  did  in  both  of  the 
last  two  years,  Mike  has  under- 
written the  cost  not  only  of  the 
food  but  also  of  the  award 
plaques  for  winners  in  our  annual 
Writers'  Competition.  On  behalf 
of  the  entire  membership,  1 extend 
to  him  our  warm  appreciation. 

In  keeping  with  long-standing 
tradition,  NLG's  big  day  will  be 
Thursday  of  convention  week.  At 
10  that  morning,  our  annual  sym- 
posium will  take  place  in  Room 
203-B  of  the  Pennsylvania 


Convention  Center.  As  you  may 
recall,  last  year's  symposium  was 
canceled  at  the  eleventh  hour 
(well,  all  right,  at  the  tenth  hour) 
because  of  the  great  debate  over 
Western  assayers'  bars,  which  was 
scheduled  at  the  same  time  and 
which  was  being  attended  by 
most  of  the  people  who  normally 
participate  in  our  program. 

This  year's  symposium  will 
focus  on  the  phenomenal  success 
of  the  50-state  Washington  quarter 
program  and  explore  ways  that 
NLG  members  can  hitch  their 
wagons  to  this  star  by  helping  to 
publicize  the  statehood  quarters 
and,  just  possibly,  picking  up  a 
paycheck  in  the  process.  David  L. 
Ganz,  author  of  two  new  books 
about  the  quarters,  will  offer  his 
perspectives  on  the  phenomenon 
and  editors  from  several  hobby 
periodicals  will  describe  how  the 
program  has  affected  their  reader- 
ship  and  coverage. 

The  highlight  of  our  smorgas- 
bord will,  of  course,  be  the  Bash  - 
and  not  just  because  hot  food  is 
being  served.  Wendell  Wolka,  our 
genial  emcee,  advises  me  that  he's 
already  receiving  - and  writing  - 
songs,  skits  and  incidental  materi- 
al for  the  occasion,  and  you  can 
expect  the  usual  suspects  (myself 
included)  to  be  on  hand  for  the 
hilarity. 

Following  the  fun  and  frolic, 
we'll  present  award  plaques  to 
winners  of  this  year's  Writers' 
Competition.  Scott  Travers,  coor- 
dinator of  that  program,  has  dis- 
tributed the  entries  to  the  judges 
and  as  this  is  written,  we're  await- 
ing the  results.  Scott  has  done  an 
exceptional  job  over  the  years  in 
arranging  for  receipt  of  the 
entries,  selecting  and  overseeing 
the  judges  and  then  making  sure 
the  plaques  are  on  hand  for  the 


Bash.  1 salute  him,  as  well  as  the 
judges,  who  spend  long  hours 
reviewing  the  entries  and  formu- 
lating the  often  difficult  decisions. 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue,  you'll 
find  a ballot  listing  the  names  of 
three  candidates  for  the  NLG 
Board  of  Directors.  Please  mark 
your  ballot  and  send  it  to  me 
immediately  at  the  address  shown 
there.  Time  will  be  of  the  essence: 
Because  I am  leaving  for  the  con- 
vention on  the  morning  of 
Tuesday,  Aug.  8, 1 will  need  all  the 
ballots  by  the  previous  day, 
Monday,  Aug.  7. 
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All  things  considered,  this 
year's  NLG  get-together  should 
be  one  of  our  best  ever.  I hope 
you'll  be  there  to  share  it  with  us! 

### 

A VERY  SPECIAL 
ANA  CONVENTION 
AND  NLG  BASH 

By  Gregory  S.  Heim 

To  say  that  our  lives  have 
changed  in  the  last  several  years 
would  be  a gross  understatement. 
At  the  1997  ANA  in  New  York 
City,  my  wife  Lisa  was  7M  months 
pregnant  with  our  first  daughter, 
Rosalind,  born  Sept.  30,  1997. 
Our  second  daughter,  Stephanie, 
was  born  on  March  12,  1999. 
The  1998  Portland  ANA  was  the 
first  convention  I had  missed 
since  1991  and  the  first  Lisa 


missed  since  1994. 

For  those  of  you  who  have  (or 
have  had)  small  children,  no 
explanation  is  required  of  how 
rewarding  and  exhausting  every- 
day life  can  be.  When  my  parents 
agreed  to  watch  our  daughters  for 
six  nights  so  we  could  go  to  last 
year's  convention,  we  were  more 
than  willing  to  accept  their  offer. 
We  packed  our  bags,  dropped  off 
the  kids  and  started  our  800-mile 
drive  to  the  Windy  City  suburb  of 
Rosemont. 

We  had  a lot  to  keep  us  busy, 
including  exhibit  judging, 
specialty  club  meetings,  the 
World  Series  of  Numismatics, 
delivering  a Numismatic  Theater 
presentation  - and,  above  all,  talk- 
ing with  friends,  sharing  stories 
and  numismatic  information. 

The  highlight  of  the  whole 


week  was  the  NLG  Bash. 

The  first  Bash  1 attended  was 
at  the  1991  Chicago  ANA.  1 did 
not  become  one  of  Wendell 
Wolka's  corps  of  "shills"  until 
1992.  Of  all  the  Bashes  1 have 
attended,  the  1999  affair  was  the 
best  by  far.  I say  this  because  last 
year's  event  offered  the  audience 
and  participants  a little  of  every- 
thing. Actually,  it  offered  the 
audience  and  participants  a LOT 
of  everything! 

The  "entertainment"  portion  of 
the  program  was  stellar  as  usual. 
Master  of  Ceremonies  Wolka  led 
the  way  with  the  usual  cast  of 
characters  performing  skits, 
including  Lisa  and  myself.  The 
fact  that  1 did  not  sing  last  year 
brought  thunderous  applause! 
Heck,  I was  even  "honored"  for 
my  off-key  singing  as  one  of  the 
Numismatists  of  the  Century. 

Cont.  on  page  4 


Heritage  is  looking  for 

either  part-time  contract  writers, 

or  for  a full-time  position  in  Dallas. 

We  are  also  seeking  expert  cataloguers  and 
graders  of  U.S  and  World  Currency. 


Please  submit  resume, 
salary  requirement,  and 
samples  of  your  work  to: 

Jim  Halperin 

c/o  Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions 
100  Highland  Park  Village  • 2nd  Floor 
Dallas,  TX  75205 
email:  jim@heritagecoin.com 
www.HeritageCoin.com 
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Sp>ecial  Bash  cant,  from  page  3 

Our  skit,  a prediction  of 
"Things  to  Come  in  the  Year 
2000"  drew  applause  beyond  our 
wildest  expectations,  and  for  that 
we  are  most  grateful.  (We  got  the 
idea  from  Conan  O'Brien,  in  case 
anyone  wants  to  know.) 

There  was  the  tremendous  sur- 
prise of  Chris  Connell  receiving 
Krause  Publications'  coveted 
Numismatic  Ambassador  Award. 
Chris  is  not  only  one  of  our  best 
friends,  but  he  was  officiant  at  our 
wedding  four  years  and  one  day 
prior.  The  look  of  amazement  on 
Chris'  face  was  priceless. 

The  awards  continued  as  Ron 
Manley  and  Harry  Salyards  from 
the  Early  American  Coppers  Club 
received  NLG  awards  for  their 
fine  work.  Neither  could  be  at  the 
Bash,  so  I had  the  honor  of  pre- 


senting Harry  his  award  at  the 
EAC  meeting  the  following  morn- 
ing. Bob  Grellman,  who  edited 
Ron's  book,  accepted  the  award 
for  Ron. 

The  other  memorable  part  of 
the  evening  was  the  presentation 
of  the  Clemy.  Clifford  Mishler  had 
the  most  difficult  task  of  talking 
about  his  friend  and  colleague, 
the  late  Burnett  Anderson.  Cliff 
spoke  with  a great  deal  of  emo- 
tion, and  there  were  a few  teary 
eyes  in  the  audience  at  one  time 
or  another.  For  all  of  us  who  knew 
Burnett,  we  knew  that  he  was  the 
consummate  professional  who 
made  everyone  feel  like  a VIP.  I 
am  certain  that  Burnett  would 
have  been  pleased  that  Tom 
DeLorey  was  presented  the  1999 
Clemy.  Congratulations,  Tom,  for 
receiving  the  NLG's  highest 
honor. 


Humor,  acknowledgment  and 
remembrance,  these  are  always 
the  ingredients  of  an  NLG  Bash. 
Last  year,  they  seemed  to  be 
present  in  abundance.  That's  what 
Lisa  and  I took  out  of  last  year's 
NLG  Bash.  We  hope  you  did 
as  well. 

### 

FROM  THE  BOOK 
STACKS 

Book  Reviews 

By  David  T.  Alexander 

"The  Indian  Peace  Medals  of 
George  III,  or  His  Majesty's 
Sometime  Allies."  By  John  W. 
Adams.  Crestline,  California, 
George  Frederick  Kolbe,  1999. 
Hard-cover,  164  pages,  illustrated. 
Regular  edition  comprising  500 
copies. 
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Three  Candidates  Vying  for  Board 


Three  candidates  are  on  the 
ballot  this  year  for  the  two 
available  seats  on  the  NLG 
Board  of  Directors.  The  win- 
ners will  replace  Thomas  K. 
"Tom"  DeLorey  and  R.W. 
"Bob"  Julian,  who  have  served 
two  consecutive  terms  and 
therefore  must  sit  this  one  out. 
The  nominees  are: 

• Kari  Stone,  editor  of 

COrNage  magazine  and  a win- 
ner of  numerous  NLG  writing 
awards. 


• Mel  Wacks,  a West  Coast 

writer  and  editor  long  associat- 
ed with  the  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame  medals. 

•Wendell  Wolka,  emcee  of  the 

annual  NLG  Bashes  for  more 
than  a decade. 

The  winning  candidates  will 
serve  on  the  Board  for  the  next 
two  years.  They  will  join  Paul 
Gilkes,  Margo  Russell  and  Bob 
Van  Ryzin,  whose  terms  expire 
next  year. 


Please  vote  for  no  more 
than  two  of  these  candidates 
by  checking  the  appropriate 
box  or  boxes.  Send  your 
completed  ballot  to 
Ed  Reiter,  Executive  Director, 
12  Abbington  Ter.,  Glen 
Rock,  N.J.  07452.  It  must  be 
received  by  Aug.  7,  2000. 


BALLOT 

NLG  BOARD 

VOTE  FOR  NO  MORE  THAN  2 CANDIDATES 
CHECK  THE  APPROPRIATE  BOX  OR  BOXES 
BALLOTS  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  BY  AUGUST  7 

IZJ  Kari  Stone 
L_]  Mel  Wacks 
I I Wendell  Wolka 


Send  your  oompleted  ballot  to  Ed  Reiter,  Exeoutive  Direotor, 
12  Abbington  Ter.,  Glen  Roclc,  N.d.  074S2. 
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John  W.  Adams'  most  recent 
work  is  the  most  significant  con- 
tribution to  the  literature  of  early 
American  medals  since  "Indian 
Peace  Medals"  by  Francis  Paul 
Prucha,  SJ.,  made  its  appearance 
in  1971. 

With  his  latest  work,  author 
Adams  has  confirmed  his  status 
as  one  of  the  present  generation's 
premier  numismatic  researchers 
and  most  accomplished  writers. 
This  remarkable  new  book  can 
be  placed  on  library  shelves 
next  to  his  previously  published 
works  on  early  American  copper 
coins,  medals  mandated  by 
the  Continental  Congress  and 
the  history  of  American  auction 
literature. 

Those  familiar  with  Adams' 
earlier  efforts  are  not  surprised  to 
find  that  "Indian  Peace  Medals  of 
George  III"  also  will  appeal  to 
connoisseurs  of  fine  printing  and 
binding.  Indeed,  Adams'  research 
into  Indian  peace  medals  resulted 
in  the  creation  of  a sumptuous 
book  as  well  as  a medallic  refer- 
ence of  the  greatest  importance. 

The  book  was  printed  by  letter- 
press  at  the  Bird  and  Bull  Press  on 
mould-made  paper  from  Dante 
types  composed  by  Michael  and 
Winifred  Bixler.  The  plates  were 
printed  by  Stinehour  Press  and 
the  rich  crimson  cover  duplicates 
the  suspension  ribbons  issued 
with  George  III  Indian  peace 
medals. 

This  handmade  paper  is  acid- 
free  and  the  papermaker's  Durer- 
esque  colophon  floats  before  the 
reader's  eyes,  embedded  in  some 
pages.  No  effort  has  been  spared 
to  make  this  exciting  volume  a 
tour  de  force  of  numismatic  liter- 
ature and  deluxe  book  produc- 
tion. With  George  F.  Kolbe  as  pub- 


lisher, the  reader  should  feel  no 
surprise  at  the  sheer  physical 
excellence  of  this  book. 

As  the  century  ends,  the  dra- 
matically quickening  pace  of 
original  research  is  transforming 
our  understanding  of  American 
medallic  history,  just  as  it  has 
brought  new  life  to  the  long 
fallow  field  of  American  Colonial 
coinage.  Old  myths  are  yielding 
to  historical  reality,  and  long-held 
notions  are  being  rectified  by  the 
work  of  medallic  scholars  such 
as  Adams  and  R.W.  Julian.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  newly  estab- 
lished Medal  Collectors  of 
America  will  play  a leading  role 
in  this  continuing  renewal. 

Adams'  research  places  the 
medals  in  a solid  chronological 
relationship  with  the  stirring 
events  that  determined  the  histo- 
ry of  British  North  America. 
These  were  the  pivotal  years 
between  the  death  of  King  George 
II  in  1760  and  the  death  of  the 
long-lived  King  George  III  in 
1820. 

The  medals  themselves  were 
cataloged  and  studied  by 
American  and  Canadian  numis- 
matic pioneers,  including  Robert 
W.  McLachlan  (1886,  1899), 
Charles  Wyllys  Betts  (1894),  E. 
Zay  (1892),  Pierre  Napoleon 
Breton  (1894)  and  Victor  Morin 
(1916).  They  also  fascinated 
many  later  collectors,  dealers 
and  researchers,  from  Lyman  Low 
to  Wayte  Raymond  and  George  J. 
Fuld. 

Adams  notes  that  these  pio- 
neers studied  the  medals  as 
numismatic  objects,  detached 
from  the  world  in  which  they 
played  an  important  role.  He  has 
studied  them  in  the  context  of  the 
great  events  of  their  time,  includ- 


ing the  British  conquest  of 
Canada,  the  glory  years  of  the 
First  British  Empire,  the  American 
War  of  Independence,  the  expan- 
sion of  the  new  United  States  and 
the  War  of  1812. 

Adams  delved  deeply  into  the 
primary  sources,  specifically  into 
the  archives  of  the  era,  to  con- 
struct a definitive  chronology  for 
the  medals'  issue  that  may  startle 
collectors  familiar  only  with  "con- 
ventional wisdom,"  based  on  the 
often  erroneous  conclusions  of 
19th-century  catalogers.  Rather 
than  reveal  the  author's  conclu- 
sions here,  the  reviewer  (like  a 
reviewer  of  mystery  stories)  can 
only  urge  the  reader  to  find  them 
in  the  Adams  book  itself. 

Adams  provides  an  in-depth 
review  of  the  Montreal,  Happy 
While  United,  Lion  and  Wolf, 
George  and  Charlotte,  George  III 
Young  and  Old  Bust  medals.  He 
examines  the  work  of  Colonial 
engravers  and  goldsmiths  such  as 
Myer  Myers,  D.C.  Fueter  and 
Michael  De  Bruhls  and  their  roles 
in  creating  the  early  types. 

He  examines  the  work  of  British 
statesmen  such  as  the  Indians' 
admirer  Sir  William  Johnson  and 
his  nephew  Sir  Guy  Johnson, 
contrasting  their  outlook  with  the 
penny-pinching  General  Amherst, 
whose  contempt  for  Indians  and 
medals  nearly  destroyed  British 
influence  among  friendly  tribes. 

In  researching  the  events  of  the 
American  Revolution  from  the 
British  perspective,  Adams  sheds 
light  on  the  role  of  British  com- 
mander Gen.  John  Burgoyne  with 
those  Indian  peace  medals  that 
contemporary  Americans  called 
"Burgoyne's  medals."  The  activi- 
ties of  Burgoyne's  nemesis.  Lord 

Cont.  on  page  7 
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BIG  LIES  AND  THE 
MILLENNIUM 

By  Ed  Reiter 

(NOTE:  Despite  what  you 
may  have  heard  last  Jan.  1,  the 
third  millennium  and  21st  cen- 
tury won't  arrive  officially  until 
midnight  this  coming  New 
Year's  Eve,  Dec.  31,  2000.  NLG 
Executive  Director  Ed  Reiter  has 
been  making  this  point  cease- 
lessly, and  somewhat  futilely,  for 
many  months.  The  following 
explanation  appeared  in  his  col- 
umn, "My  Two  Cents'  Worth," 
in  the  December  1999  issue  of 
COIN age,  the  magazine  of  which 
he  is  senior  editor.) 

Say  something  often  enough 
and  people  will  think  it's  true, 
even  if  it's  really  a bald-faced  lie. 
Do  it  on  a grand  enough  scale 
and  it  becomes  not  just  an 


untruth  but  a "big  lie"  mas- 
querading as  an  unassailable 
fact. 

Adolf  Hitler  specialized  in  big 
lies.  So,  here  at  home,  did  Sen. 
Joseph  McCarthy.  Both  started 
out  with  breathtaking  lies,  dis- 
seminated them  widely,  loudly 
and  incessantly  through  their 
propaganda  machines  and  con- 
vinced millions  of  people  that 
wrong  was  really  right  and  vice 
versa. 

For  the  last  few  years,  and 
especially  since  the  start  of  1999, 
we've  been  inundated  with 
media  reports  and  advertise- 
ments hailing  the  approach  of 
the  year  2000,  the  new  century 
and  - most  momentously  - the 
new  millennium.  All  three  are 
approaching,  to  be  sure.  Only 
one  of  them,  however,  actually 
will  arrive  one  split  second  after 


midnight  on  Dec.  31,  1999,  and 
that's  the  year  2000. 

No  matter  what  anyone  says, 
and  just  about  everyone  is  say- 
ing it,  this  coming  New  Year's 
Day  will  not  mark  the  start  of 
the  21st  century  or  the  dawning 
of  the  third  millennium.  Those 
will  not  commence  until  a full 
year  later,  on  Jan.  1, 2001. 

This  is  old  news  to  regular 
viewers  of  "Jeopardy!"  About 
once  a year,  the  popular  TV  quiz 
show  devotes  its  "Final 
Jeopardy"  segment  to  "The 
Calendar"  and  poses  a question 
(or  rather,  provides  an  answer) 
dealing  with  the  transition  from 
one  century  or  millennium  to 
another.  Once,  for  example,  con- 
testants were  confronted  with 
this  answer:  "The  first  day  of 
the  20th  century."  And  the  cor- 
rect question  was:  "What  was 
Jan.  1, 1901?" 


If  you  write... 
write  to 
Coin  Worid! 

We’re  always  interested  in  good  features, 
on  U.S.  coins  and  other  numismatic  collectibles. 

It’s  easy,  just... 

Summarize  your  feature  ideas,  keep  in  mind  our  features  are 

800-1,200  words.  Let  us  know  if  you  have  photos  or  art  available  and 
Send  your  proposal  off  to: 

Beth  Deisher,  Editor;  P.O.  Box  150; 

Sidney,  OH  45365-0150.  FAX:  513-498-0812. 

(published  weekly  - ave.  98  pgs.) 
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Centuries,  you  see,  are  reck- 
oned from  year  1 through  year 
100,  not  from  0 through  99.  This 
has  been  summed  up  simply  and 
succinctly  in  recent  editions  of  The 
World  Almanac  and  Book  of  Facts. 
On  Page  309  of  the  1996  edition, 
we  read: 

"A  century  consists  of  100  con- 
secutive calendar  years.  The  1st 
century  AD  consisted  of  the  years 
1 through  100.  The  20th  century 
consists  of  the  years  1901  through 
2000  and  will  end  Dec.  31,  2000. 
The  21st  century  will  begin  Jan.  1, 
2001 ." 

By  extension,  the  new  millenni- 
um also  will  begin  on  that  date, 
since  the  start  of  each  millennium 
coincides  with  the  start  of  its  first 
century. 

Those  of  us  who  press  this 
point  are  brushed  aside  as  party 
poopers,  purists  or  crartks  bent  on 
spoiling  a global  celebration  by 
invoking  musty  textbook  techni- 
calities. The  problem  is,  those 
technicalities  happen  to  be  facts. 
The  bigger  problem  is,  most  of  the 
world  has  chosen  to  disregard 
them  and  totally  embraced  one  of 
the  biggest  lies  of  modem  times. 

I don't  ascribe  sinister  motives 
to  those  who  set  in  motion,  and 
subsequently  nurtured,  this  par- 
ticular "big  lie."  We're  not  dealing 
here  with  Hitlers  or  McCarthys. 
Rather,  we're  confronted  with 
weU-meaning  enthusiasts  - plus  a 
fair  share  of  profit-driven  huck- 
sters - who  saw  the  year  2000  as  a 
milepost  of  major  import  on  the 
highway  of  human  history  and 
through  ignorance,  inadvertence 
or  indifference  to  the  facts 
expanded  the  observance  to 
include  not  only  this  tmly  historic 
change  in  date  but  also  the  year- 
away  changes  in  the  century  and 
the  millennium. 


Celebrating  the  four-digit 
change  in  date  on  Jan.  1,  2000  is 
entirely  appropriate  and  under- 
standable. Likewise,  the  concern 
about  Y2K  computer  problems  is 
tied  to  the  year  2000,  not  2001. 
Indeed,  this  concern  has  helped 
reinforce  the  perception  that  2000 
is  the  year  when  everything 
changes. 

But  it's  just  plain  wrong  to  say 
that  2000  will  usher  in  the  new 
century  and  millennium. 

Coin  dealers  and  promoters  - 
and  even  the  United  States  Mint  - 
have  bought  into  this  big  lie  and 
touted  various  1999  coins  and  sets 
as  the  last  ones  of  this  century  and 
their  2000-dated  counterparts  as 
the  first  of  the  new  millennium.  In 
a "welcome  letter"  accompanying 
the  appearance  of  the  U.S.  Mint's 
annual  catalog  of  collectibles  for 
1999,  Mint  Director  Philip  N. 
Diehl  had  this  to  say: 

"In  these  pages,  we  end 
a momentous  century  and 
welcome  a new  millennium  with 
beautiful,  memorable  and  desir- 
able products." 

On  the  face  of  it,  this  seems 
harmless  enough.  But  like  so 
many  articles  and  ads  that  are 
blitzing  us  these  days,  this  state- 
ment is  based  on  a false  premise. 
The  Mint's  1999  coins  and  sets  do 
not  mark  the  end  of  this  century, 
nor  will  its  2000  offerings  wel- 
come a new  millennium.  It's  a lie, 
however  innocent,  and  truth  does 
matter. 

Of  all  people,  coin  collectors 
ought  to  be  sensitive  to  the  rele- 
vance and  importance  of  date 
integrity.  Would  someone  who 
bid  at  auction  on  an  1804  sih^^r 
dollar  uncomplainingly 
1803  dollar  in  its  plac.^-i 


The  question  isn't  just  the  dif- 
ference between  2000  and  2001. 
It's  the  difference  between  a big 
lie  and  the  truth. 

### 


Book  Review  cont.  front  page  5 

George  Germaine,  on  medal 
diplomacy  explains  several  mys- 
teries of  dating  the  undated 
medals  that  thoroughly  confused 
earlier  researchers. 

Perhaps  Adams'  most  remark- 
able achievement  is  his  exposition 
of  the  "the  Indian  Perspective"  on 
peace  medals  and  their  impor- 
tance in  French,  Spanish,  British 
and  ultimately  American  relations 
with  the  recipients  of  these  trea- 
sured silver  objects.  Only  through 
such  knowledge  of  the  Indians' 
view  can  the  importance  of  the 
medals  be  understood. 

Showing  a rare  mastery  of 
existing  data,  Adams  provides  a 
wealth  of  detailed  metrological 
information,  a definitive  census  of 
each  medal  type,  and  pedigrees 
for  existing  medals  in  public  col- 
lections and  private  hands.  His 
resulting  insights  into  medal  rari- 
ty are  of  the  greatest  importance. 

"The  Indian 
Gcor^I 


! We  thank  the  members  of  NLC  whose  articles  ^S^rnPiPI 

I have  enriched  COINa^e  magazine  since  1964.  i j 1 1 f 
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